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“Reach Out Westsyde”, a Westsyde Secondary School group sponsored by teacher Lynda Milham (far right), raised 
$600 for the BIG Little Science Centre Society, through pizza sales and other fundraising. Handing the check to Gordon 
Gore (President and Founder of the BIG Little Science Centre) is Amanda Kennedy. Amanda was the main fundraiser 
for the group. Thanks Reach Out Westsyde! Thanks Amanda! Thanks Lynda! 
 

Provincial Government Grant Reduces Funding Uncertainty 
 

Response to our plea for help to fund the BIG Little Science Centre in 2007 has been very heartwarming. 
Students, teachers, schools, Parent Advisory Councils, private individuals, small businesses, ASTTBC (Applied 
Science Technologists & Technicians of British Columbia) and several former students all pitched in and 
helped us out. A recent grant of $25,000 from the British Columbia Ministry of Education guarantees that the 
BIG Little Science Centre will continue to operate for the remainder of 2007. We thank everyone who donated 
to the cause.   
 
 Special thanks to Education Minister Hon. Shirley Bond, Hon. Kevin Krueger and Hon. Claude 
Richmond. All three Ministers have expressed genuine interest in the BIG Little Science Centre.  
 
 As of this past week, over 32,000 visitors have enjoyed the varied offerings of the BIG Little Science 
Centre. Starting in September, the Centre will be associated with the first Science School in British Columbia, 
at Bert Edwards Elementary School. We hope that with this association, our funding concerns will be less 
burdensome. 
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Did You Know? Kamloops This Week is publishing a series of articles by BIG Little 

Science Centre volunteers Dr. Dave McKinnon, Dr. Jim Hebden and Gordon Gore in their 

Sunday paper, subject to availability of space. Articles in the “Wonder Page” are on a variety of 

science-related topics, and include hands-on science fun for families and notices of upcoming 

events at the science centre. Thank you, Kamloops This Week! 

 

In Remembrance… 
 

We are saddened to learn of the passing of Robert (Bob) Stollery, CM, BSc, LLD, CAE, on March 14 2007. 
Mr. Stollery was the founder of the Stollery Charitable Foundation, which in 2004 provided the BIG Little 
Science Centre with a very generous grant over two years. This donation made it possible for us to hire our 
first and only paid employee, Executive Director Gord Stewart, without whom the BIG Little Science Centre 
could not continue to exist.  Our sympathy is extended to Janet Bryson, daughter of Bob Stollery, and her 
husband Spence Bryson, and to all members of the Stollery family. 
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Over 32,000 visitors have  
enjoyed the  

BIG Little Science Centre! 
 
 

Since the last Newsletter, generous  
donations were received from: 

 

British Columbia Ministry of Education 
 

‘Reach out Westsyde! (WSS Students) 
 

Wells Gray Tours 
 

Scorpion Technologies Ltd. 
 

Fulton & Company 
 

Summit Elementary Students 
 

Marion Schilling School PAC 
 

Beattie School of the Arts PAC 
 

Barbara Kelly 
 

Carol Ellingsen 
 

Mike and Frima Rosen (Montreal) 
 

Wesley Mueller 
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Science Camp on May 7 Professional Development Day 
 
 

                   
 
 

 
Join the BIG Little Science Centre Society! 

Fill out this form and mail it and your check for $20 ($30 for a Class Membership)  
        made out to BIG Little Science Centre Society to 

   BIG Little Science Centre Society,  
   Box 882 Stn Main,  
   Kamloops, BC, V2C 5M8 

You will be placed on the membership list and receive our newsletter. 
  _____  I wish to become a NEW MEMBER of the BIG Little Science Centre Society. 
   _____  I wish to RENEW MY MEMBERSHIP in the BIG Little Science Centre Society. 
  _____  I wish to have a $30.00 Family Membership in the BIG Little Science Centre Society. 
  _____  I wish to have a $30.00 Class Membership in the BIG Little Science Centre Society. 
  _____  I wish to make a further contribution of $_________to the BIG Little Science Centre. 
          (A tax receipt for this contribution will be issued by the BIG Little Science Centre Society.) 

 
 Name _______________________________________ Phone________________________ 
 

 Address __________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________ 
 

 __________________________________________Postal Code __ __ __ __ __ __ 
 

E-mail Address <                       >         Date____________________ 
     

 I prefer to receive my Newsletter by Regular Mail !      

     by E-Mail              !  

Topic: Attracted to Magnets 
 

Hey, kids and parents! The next Pro-D day 
science camp will be from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm on 
May 7, at the BIG Little Science Centre, located 
in Bert Edwards Elementary. The day will 
feature magnets, magnets and more magnets! 
Campers will investigate neat things to do with 
magnets, make a battery and a compass, and 
make and take home a motor and an 
electromagnet.  
 For more information and to register, 
phone Gord Stewart at 554-2572. Registration is 
limited to 24 campers. 

 

 
 
 
 



4 

Magnetism 
 

Since the topic of magnetism is not covered in significant detail in the new British Columbia general science 

curriculum, the BIG Little Science Centre will provide a series of simple experiments in the next few 

Newsletters that our readers might like to try. 

 In Experiment 1, you will do simple experiments with bar magnets. Perhaps this will interest some 

readers enough to attend our Professional Development Day Science Camp on Monday May 7. The topic is 

‘Attracted to Magnets’, and you will have the opportunity to learn a lot more about the subject. 
 

 
 

Magnetite is a mineral containing iron. Magnetite is also called lodestone. In this photograph, you can see 

where iron filings have been dropped on the lodestone. Notice how many of the filings have gathered in the area 

just above the boy’s thumb. 
 

Magnetism has fascinated people for centuries. Magnetite, a naturally occurring magnetic mineral, was known 
to the Greeks of ancient times. It was called lodestone, meaning leading stone.  The Greeks knew that if 
lodestone were suspended freely, it would turn and point toward the North Star, or lodestar, which means 
leading star. The Chinese apparently used spoon-shaped lodestone devices for direction finding more than 
2,200 years ago! 
 
 Magnets find many uses in our modern world. Magnetic latches can be found on the doors of cupboards 
and refrigerators. All types of motors have magnets in them. A magnet keeps the lid from falling into your soup 
can when you open it with an electric can opener. Magnets shape the picture on your television screen, and 
move the cone on a loudspeaker. Our planet Earth is magnetic! 



5 

Experiment 1 The Bar Magnet  
 

    
 

Figure 1 
 
You Need 
 
1 bar magnet 
1 plastic sandwich bag 
1 dish full of iron filings 
1 small magnetic compass 
1 watch glass 

 
What to Do 
 
1.  Wrap a bar magnet in a plastic sandwich bag, and dip the magnet into a dish of iron filings. (See Figure 1.) 

The plastic bag will make it easy to remove the filings when you finish. Let the filings gather all over the 
magnet.  Sketch what the magnet looks like after it is covered with iron filings.  

 
2. Carefully remove the filings and plastic bag from the bar magnet, and return the filings to their container. 
 
3. Bring a compass near the bar magnet. See Figure 2. Which end of the compass, N (North) or S (South), is 

attracted to (a) the north end of the bar magnet? (b) the south end of the bar magnet? Write down what you 
observe. 
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Figure 2 
 

     
        
    Figure 3 
 

 

4.  Set the bar magnet on a watch glass, as in Figure 3, so that 
the bar magnet can rotate freely. Bring a second bar magnet 
near one end of the first one. Bring like poles (N and N, or S 
and S) near each other. Also, try opposite poles (N and S) 
near each other. Write down what happens. 

 
 Questions 

 
1. How do like poles (N and N, or S and S) affect each other? 
 
2. How do opposite poles (N and S, or S and N) affect each    
    other? 

 
[Thanks to Andrew Warner for his help in modeling the 

procedures for this experiment.] 
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Science Fun for Your Family 
A Rainbow: Nature’s ‘Light Show’ 

Gordon R. Gore 
 

 
 

If a rainbow occurs, most people stop and look at it, and admire it for its beauty. A rainbow is one of nature’s special 
‘light shows’. This photo shows a primary rainbow, a fainter secondary rainbow, and some mini-rainbows called 
‘supernumeraries’.                Gordon Gore Photo 
 If you look at a rainbow carefully, you will notice these facts: 
 (a) The sun is behind you. 

 (b) There are rain clouds in the sky in front of you. 

 (c) The rainbow forms an arc of a circle. 

 (d) In the primary (brightest) bow, red is at the top and violet at the bottom. 

 (e) In the secondary bow, if it is visible, the colours are in reverse order. 

 

      
 

                                                   Ehren Stillman Cartoon 

Make Your Own Rainbow 
 

You Need  
1 garden hose, 1 adjustable nozzle for the hose, a sunny day 
 
What to Do 
  
Stand with the sun behind you. Aim a garden hose away from 
you, and adjust the nozzle to give a fine spray. Do you see a 
rainbow? 
 
Questions 
 
1. What colours can you see in your homemade     
    ‘rainbow’? 
2. Which colour is at the top of the rainbow? 
3. Which colour is at the bottom of the rainbow? 
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Our Major Supporters 

                    
          Ministry of Education 

 

                            
 
                                          

                                             
    Department of Fisheries and Oceans  
                          Salmon Enhancement Program 

                                                                
            Kamloops Kiwanis Club   Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General  

             Gaming and Enforcement Branch 
 

                                                      Gaming and Enforcement Branch 

      

 

Barb Mui, Ph.D.        Watson Engineering Ltd. 
 

 
 


